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WATER AND LIGHT

River ritual inspires art

Photographer wades in -y
to record area baptisms o 1

By TOMMY STEVENSON
tommy.stevenson @ tuscaloosanews.com

TUSCALOOSA — Local photographer
Caroline Davis is an artist submerged in
her work.

Literally.

To get her shots of baptisms at black
churches in Greene, Sumter and Hale
counties, Davis often gets into the lakes,
rivers, ponds and stone baptism pools
alongside her subjects.

What emerges from her submersions

are startling images that often are taken
under the water but just as often com-
bine perspectives from below and above

o

Caroline Davis' photography |s on display through Aug. 28 at the Civil Rights Institute
In Birmingham. Above s “Now Those Who Were with Me Saw the Light But Did Not Hear
tha Volce of the One Who was Speaking to Me,” 1888, This tiike Is from the Bible versa
Acts 2289,

Photographer Carcline Davis stands in the
darkroom with some of her photographs of
baptisms throughout the state.
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“I have been ng eno
that the preachers and the people in the
churches trust me and accept me
almost as part of the ceremony,” Davis
said.

“And I feel that way, too — like I am
part of something very hol

Twenty-three of her hlac{ and-whte
photographs, collected in a show called
“Water and Light: Photographs by Caro-
line Davis,” will be on display through
Aug. 28 at the Civil Rights Institute in-

another Davis photograph on display is ~And Sinoe | Could Mot Ses for the Glory of
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Davis said she s atiracted o the  who is in them.

in Tuscaloosa and Birmingham, said

two of her passions — diving and flying

— led her to the baptism series.

“I've always been an underwater pho-

tographer,” said Davis, whose River-

mont home is decorated with striking

pictures of fish and reefs. “I've done

work in the Caribbean for the St. Kitts

Department of Tourism and Master-
Card.

ematbonal and splritual aspects of
baplizms and now regularty attends
& black chareh in Livingston,

Sinoe Davis photographing
baptisms about five yenrs she
estimates she has atl mere
than 100 of them at about & donen
churches in Hale, Samier and
Groene counties.

Since baptisms rarely are per-
formed very far in advance, she
savs she aflen spends ber Saturday
nights *calling preachers bo see if
they will be having a baplism the
mxct day.”
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iven to the churches involved in
the baptisms, Davis said

There also will be a public recep-
tion for the show at the Civil Fights
Instituate, 53 16th 5t. M., on Aug. 17,
[roum & Lo & pum.

The show i5 in the Institule’s
downslairs gallery. qmd.
Davia" ar:h.-n ol Lo be
in Tascalsosa, Lﬂ she :ﬂ F1,T)
would welcome a space Lo hang her

“One time I was scuba diving in Grand performed in local creeks, rivers  work

Cayman and there was a baptism going

on, and we came up underwater and
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